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DOCTRINAL. 


TO  MR.  WILBERFORCE. 

LETTER  No.  2. 

SIR, — As  the  preceding  letter  was 
jniiicipally  devoted  to  the  examination  of 
your  arguments,  and  proving  the  insufii- 
tiency  of  the  mode  you  have  adopted  to 
defend  the  doctrine  of  hereditary  deprav 
itVt  it  has  unavoidably  assumed  the  ap¬ 
pearance  oCa  personal  attack,  which  can¬ 
not  be  pleasing  to  yourself,  nor  is  it  to  | 
tlie  author,  who  contends  not  for  victory  | 
nor  wishes  to  irritate,  but  sincerely  aims  j 
.at  your  conviction.  Confiding  in  the  I 
liberality  of  your  disposition,  and  in  the  j 
accuracy  of  your  judgment  in  cases  where  j 
you  dare  to  exercise  it,  he  is  not  without  | 
hopes  that  the  observations  already  sug- 1 
gested,  will  nut  only  explain,  in  a  j 
satisfactory  manner,  the  cause  why  you 
cannot  possibly  convince  the  sceptic  of| 
the  futility  of  his  reasoning,  but  dispose  | 
you  to  doubt  the  validity  of  your  own.  He  i 
iluttcrs  himself  also,  that  if  you  will  ac- 
<  ompany  him  through  a  more  minute  re¬ 
view  of  the  doctrine  you  so  warmly  es¬ 
pouse,  than  you  may  hitherto  have  taken 
it  will  appear  in  every  point  of  view  to¬ 
tally  unworthy  of  your  patronage.  This 
expectation  is  encouraged  by  several 
symptoms  which  indicate  your  dissatis¬ 
faction  at  a  tenet  you  think  it  is  your 
duty  to  embrace  and  enforce.  Your  ef¬ 
forts  to  suppress  the  exercise  of  reason, 
routd  only  have  been  made  in  conse- 
^incnce  of  your  perceiving  something  un¬ 


reasonable  in  the  doctrine  itself.  You 
obviously  consider  such  a  suppression  as 
a  sacrifice  due  to  a  revealed  truth  ;  as  a 
species  of  aufo  de  fe,  the  severity  of  which 
you  very  sensibly  feel.  You  frankly  al¬ 
low  that  “  unbelieving  doubts  are  ever 
springing  up  'in  the  heart could  you 
but  entertain  the  idea  that  these  unbe¬ 
lieving  doubts  proceed  from  tilt  under- 
'  standing,  rather  than  from  the  heart,  in¬ 
stead  of  suppressing,  you  would  think  it 
right  to  encourage  them.  Or,  if  you  choose 
to  ascribe  them  to  the  heart,  conceive 
that  they  may  be  seated  in  the  best  of  its 
alTections,  its  benevolence^  and  its  love  of 
rectitude,  and  you  will  be  prepared  to 
suspect  that  there  must  be  something  es¬ 
sentially  wrong  in  your  hypothesis, 
which  can  be  inimical  to  feelings  like 
these.  Such  circumstances  strongly  in¬ 
dicate  that  you  are  open  to  conviction, 
and  that  you  would  gladly  renounce  the 
doctrine,  did  you  not  believe  it  to  be  of 
divine  authority. 

It  is,  good  Sir,  so  painful  for  a  sensi¬ 
ble,  conscientious  man  to  hold  a  faith 
which  is  at  variance  with  his  judgment, 
that  it  becomes  an  office  of  charity  to 
endeavour  to  relieve  him  from  his  em¬ 
barrassment,  by  collecting  incontestable 
proofs  that  such  sentiments  cannot  be 
true,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
reasonable  being  to  dismiss  them  from 
his  creed. 

The  strong  objection  which  was  the 
subject  of  animadversion  in  the  former 
letter,  is  by  no  means  the  only  one  to  be 
proposed  to  the  doctrine  which  you  have 
unfortunately  espoused  ;  and  had  you 
been  more  successful  in  your  attempts 
to  confute  it,  your  victory  would  have 
been  incomplete.  There  arc  many  oth¬ 
er  objections  which  yoy  have  passed  over 
in  silence,  that  deserve  your  most  seri¬ 
ous  attention  j  and  these  shall  be  consid¬ 
ered  in  the  present  and  some  following 
letters. 

In  order  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  it 
will  be  requisite  to  state  the  doctrine  of 
original  ein,  not  in  the  partial  and  deli¬ 
cate  manner  which  your  regard  for  its 
character  has  induced  you  to  pursue,  but 
as  it  is  boldly  expressed  in  the  creeds  & 
confessions  of  those  who  have  enforced 
it  with  synodical  authority. 

That  no  suspicion  may  be  entertained 
of  exaggeration,  or  of  a  design  to  set 
down  aught  in  malice,”  the  catechism 
composed  by  the  assembly  pf  divines  shall 
be  our  guide.  In  that  summary  of  Chris¬ 


tian  faith,  the  subject  is  thus  treated 
God  created  man  in  his  own  image  ; 
in  knowledge,  righteousness  and  holiness; 
with  dominion  over  his  creatures.  When 
God  created  man,  he  entered  into  a  cov¬ 
enant  with  him  upon  condition  of  perfect 
obedience,  forbidding  him  to  eat  of  the 
tree  of  knowledge  oi  good  and  evil,  up¬ 
on  pain  of  death. 

Our  first  parents  being  left  to  the  free¬ 
dom  of  their  own  will,  fell  from  the  es¬ 
tate  wherein  they  were  created,  by  sin¬ 
ning  against  God. 

Sin  is  any  want  of  conformity  to,  or  a 
transgression  of  the  law  of  God. 

The  sin  vvherebv  our  first  parents  fell 
from  the  estate  wherein  they  were  crea¬ 
ted,  was  the  eating  of  the  forbidden  fruit. 

The  covenant  being  made  with  Adam, 
not  only  for  himself, but  for  his  posterity, 
all  mankind  descending  from  him  by  or¬ 
dinary  generation,  sinned  in  him,  and 
fell  with  him  in  the  first  transgression. 

The  fall  did  bring  man  into  a  state  of 
sin  and  misery. 

The  sinfulness  of  that  state  whereinto 
man  fell,  consists  in  the  guilt  of  Adam’s 
first  sin,  the  want  of  original  righteous¬ 
ness,  the  corruption  of  his  whole  nature, 
which  is  commonly  called  original  ain, 
together  with  all  the  actual  transgres¬ 
sions  which  proceed  from  it. 

All  mankind, by  the  fall,  lost  commun¬ 
ion  with  God  ;  are  under  his  wrath  and 
curse,  and  so  made  liable  to  all  the  mis¬ 
eries  of  this  life,  to  death  itself,  and  to 
tlie  pains  of  hell  forever.  This  consti¬ 
tutes  the  misery  of  that  estate  wherein¬ 
to  man  fell. 

God,  out  of  his  mere  good  pleasure, 
from  all  eternity  elected  some  to  ever¬ 
lasting  life,  did  enter  into  a  covenant  of 
grace  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  estate  of 
sin  and  misery,  and  to  bring  them  into  a 
state  of  salvation  by  a  Redeemer  ;  and 
thus  God  did  not  leave  all  mankind  to 
perish  in  a  state  of  sin  and  misery.” 

Although  the  doctrine  of  original  sin, 
as  it  is  taught  iu  most  of  the  protestant 
churches  in  Europe,  is  essentially  the 
same,  yet  they  indulge  to  a  variety  in 
their  amplifications.  The  Walloon  chur¬ 
ches,  or  those  of  the  French  protestants 
for  example,  enlarge  considerably  upon 
the  moral  incapacity  of  man  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  Adam’s  fall.  Thus  to  the 
question,  Are  all  our  works  so  repro¬ 
bated  that  they  cannot  merit  any  favor 
before  God  r”  the  answer  is,  “  All  the 
works  performed  by  the  natural  roan. 
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'\de  notre  propre  nature)  are  vicious  in  hear,  and  no  one  misinterpret;  and  all  admit  that  jt  Is  equally  applicable  to  the 
themselves,  consequently  they  must  dis-  the  powers  of  natural  reason,  and  the  best  offspring  of^dam,  in  their  present  dis¬ 
please  God,  and  be  condemned  by  him.*’  feelings  of  humanity,  ought  to  be  brought  honored  state.  This,  of  consequence,  is 
Minister.  “  You  say  that  before  God  has  into  submission  by  some  incontestable  not  the  high  dignity  forfeited  by  the  fall, 
received  us  into  his  favor,  we  cannot  a-  authority.  ^  Some  imagine  that  the  expression  relates 

void  sinning,  as  a  bad  tree  necessarily  You  confess  that  It  is  difficult  to  rec-  to  the  exalted  powers  conferred  upon 
brings  forth  bad  fruit  P’*  Catechumen,  oncile  this  doctrine  with  the  principles '  man,  in  distinction  from  the  lower  crea- 
“  Doubtless,  for  however  beautiful  our  of  reason  ;  but  you  think  that  it  is  taught  tion,  by  which  he  is  rendered  capable  of 
works  may  appear  externally,  they  are  in  the  scriptures,  and  countenanced  by[  mental  improvements  and  mental  enjoy* 
inevitably  sinful, because  the  heart,  which  the  moral  state  of  mankind.  We  will  i  inents.  In  this  sense  also  is  the  term 
God  regards,  is  corrupt.”*  _  therefore  first  consider  the  evidence  from  j  applicable  to  the  offspring  of  Adam,  even 

The  German  protestants  tells  us,  in  scripture,  and  inquire  whether  that  be  so  |  in  these  days  of  their  supposed  degener* 

the  Heidleburgh’s  confession,  that  we  convincing  as  to  deserve  being  placed  in  i  acy. 

are  naturally  prone  to  hate  both  God  and  competition  with  the  powerful  objections  The  seripturcs  themselves  obviously 
our  neighbor  ;  that  we  are  totally  inca-  which  natural  reason  suggests.  By  pur-  { confine  the  expression  to  the  universal 
pable  of  any  good,  and  inclined  to  every  suing  this  plan,  your  reluctance  to  ^t- 1  dominion  given  to  the  human  race,  over 
evil,^  before  we  are  born  again  by  the  tend  to  the  voice  of  reason  may  possibly  j  all  the  other  creatures  of  God.  “  And 
Spirit  of  God.  It  is  asked  of  the  cate-  be  subdued.  I  God  said,  let  us  make  man  in  our  own 

chumen,  “  Is  not  God  unjust,  when  he  The  doctrine  of  original  sin,  as  stated  |  image,  and  after  our  likeness  :  and  let 
requires  of  man  what  we  are  not  able  to  above,  presupposes  the  perfection  »»f  Ad-  ( them  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the 

perform  ?”  and  it  is  answered,  “  not  in  am’s  nature  before  the  fall  ;  teaches  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  o- 

the  least.  Fur  God  has  made  man  per-  depravity  of  human  nature,  in  conse-  ver  the  cattle,  and  over  all  the  earth,  & 
feet,  so  that  he  was  able  to  fulfil  the  law,  quence  of  the  fall  ;  and  the  eternal  pun-  over  every  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the 
but  he  has  deprived  himself  and  all  his  ishment  of  the  majority  of  the  human  i  earth  :  so  God  created  man  in  his  own 
posterity  of  this  power,  by  listeningto  race  in  consequence  of  this  depravity,  j  image,’’ &c.  In  consequence  of  this 
the  suggestions  of  the  Devil.”  Ques.  Respecting  the  first  article,  if  we  had  '  wonderful  superiority  in  his  mental  pow- 
“  ill  God  leave  this  disobedience  and  been  taught  to  understand  by  the  perfec-  j  ers,  is  man  become  the  sovereign  of  crea- 
apostacy  unpunished  ?”  ^  Ans.  ^  By  no  tion  of  his  nature,  Adam’s  innocence,  &  |  tion,  and  able  to  render  every  part  sub- 
means  ;  but  he  will  manifest  his  terrible  the  rectitude  of  his  disposition,  simply,  I  servient  to  his  will.  He  is  able  to  sub¬ 
wrath  both  against  original  guilt  and  ac-  the  position  would  have  been  admissible,  due  the  strength  of  the  strongest,  and 
tual  transgression  ;  and  he  will  punish  He  must  have  been  innocent  before  he  bow  their  necks  to  his  yoke;  he  arrests 
both  by  a  righteous  judgment  in  time  and  was  guilty,  and  his  dispositions  upright  the  flight  of  the  swiftest,  and  exceeds  by 
in  eternity  ;  for  it  is  written,  cursed  is  before  they  were  perverted.  But  much  his  inventions,  the  craft  of  the  most  craf- 
fvery  one  that  conlinuelh  not  tn  o// j  more  has  been  understood.  It  has  been  ty.  “He  has  more  wisdom  than  the 
ichich  are  written  in  the  hookof  the  law  to  i  asserted,  that  the  powers  and  propensi-  fowls  of  the  air,  and  more  understanding 
dothem.^^  Quts.  “  But  is  not  God  cona- 1  ties  of  our  first  parents  were  vastly  supe-  than  the  beasts  of  the  field;’’  and  thus 
passionate  also  ?”  Ans.  “Yes,  God  is  rior  to  the  present  standard  nfhuman  na- j  may  he  be  viewed  as  the  vicegerent  on 
compassionate,  but  he  is  also  just  ;  and  ture  :  once  “  beams  etherial,”now  ‘sul-  the  earth,  the  representative  of  the  Uni¬ 
justice  demands  that  sin,  which  is  com-  lied  and  absorbed.”  These,  however,  versal  Sovereign.  This  interpretation  is 
mitted  against  his  infinite  majesty,  arc  mere  phantoms  of  the  brain,  unsup- '  also  as  applicable  to  the  offspring  of  Ad- 
should  be  punished  to  the  utnaost  ;  that  ported  by  a  single  proof.  The  sacred  jam,  as  to  their  first  parents.  In  no  sense 
is,  with  the  everlasting  punishment  of  historian  informs  us,  that  God  made  man  j  therefore,  can  the  passage  be  confined 
both  body  and  soul.*’  ^  ^  in  his  own  image.  Catechisms,  not  to  that  state  of  high  perfection  ascribed 

These,  Sir,  are  the  sentiments  impos-  scripture,  have  added,  in  knowledge^  to  Adam  during  his  innocence  ;  and  yet 
ed  upon  us,  by  a  conspiracy  of  fallible  righteousness  and  holiness.  Now  the  on-  it  is  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of 
men,  as  the  oracles  of  the  living  God  !  |y  instance  upon  record  of  knowledge,  is, '  the  position  that  has  ever  been  adduced. 
These  are  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation,  that  of  his  having  given  names  to  the  va-  Another  passage  of  the  scripture  has 
which  a  merciful  Redeemer  came  to  pro- 1  rious  animals,  as  they  were  brought  be-  indeed  been  pressed  into  the  service, 
claim  !  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  j  fore  him,  which  is  too  circumscribed  to  which  is,  the  observation  of  the  preacher 
sent  his  Son  to  preach  these  horrors,  from  I  be  worthy  of  an  encomium  ;  and  as  to  in  Ecclesiastes  :  “God  made  man  up- 
which  the  multitude  cannot  possibly  es  i  liis  righteousness  and  holiness,  the  scrip-  right, ’out  they  found  out  many  inven- 
cape  !  This  is  the  last  and  best  dispen- j  tures  are  perfectly  silent.  It  is  true  Ad-  tions.”  It  will  be  necessary  to  detain 
sation  from  him  who  will  not  always  ,  am  was  created  with  a  thirst  for  knowl-  you  in  attempting  to  prove  that  the  prea- 
chide,  nor  hold  bis  anger  forever  !  If  j  edge,  which  induced  him  to  eat  of  the  cheris  not,  in  this  place,  speaking  of 
these  doctrines  be  true,  and  if  it  be  true  “  tree  to  be  desired  to  make  one  wise  ;’’  Adam’s  transgression  ;  but  simply  ma- 
that  the  Divine  Being  dclighteth  notin  but  he  manifested  his  ignorance,  in  not '  king  observations  upon  common  life  ;  that 
the  death  of  the  sinner,  what  insufferable  discovering  the  artifices  of  the  evil  one,  |  by  roan,  we  arc  to  understand  mankind 
violence  must  this  vindictive  justice  com-  and  in  imagining  that  he  could  improve  !  in  general  ;  for  wc  are  told, /Acy  found 
init  upon  the  compassion  of  his  nature  !  his  situation  by  disobeying  the  divine  out  many  inventions  ;  nor  is  the  phrase 
But  it  is  time  to^  inquire,  what  founda-  command.  in  any  way  applicable  to  that  single  trans- 

tion  is  there  for  this  horrid  hypothesis  ?  The  expression,  ’‘let  us  make  man  in  gression  of  our  first  parents  :  the  inven- 
A  doctrine  so  tremendous,  ihatithar-  our  own  image,”  has  been  variously  in- j  tion  manifested  in  this  transaction,  was 
rows  up  one’s  soul  as  we  are  stating  it,  ;  terpreted.  It  has  been  considered  by  found  out  by  Satan,  by  which  Adam  was 
ought  to  be  established  upon  the  firmest  |  some  as  referring  to  the  spirituality  of  unfortunately  deceived, 
foundation.  It  ought  to  be  proclaimed  i our  natures,  or  to  our  possessing  an  im-,  Not  being  forbidden  by  any  express 
1  rum  heaven  by  a  voice  which  all  canjmaterial  principle,  in  distinction  from i  declarations  in  scripture,  we  may  inno- 

-  every  other  class  of  animated  beings.  I  cently  presume  that  the  powers  and  fac- 

♦See  Les  Articles de  la  Foi  Dimache  19  me  '  Whoever  admits  this  sense,  must  also  ■  ullies  of  Adam  and  Eve  were  as  limited 
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as  our  own,  and  that  their  propensities  to  I  is  destitute  of  solidity.  Sir,  it  is  porous 
»ood  and  evil  were  perfectly  similar.  |  and  crumbles  at  the  touch.  Nor  does 
Whence  comes  it,  otherwise,  that  they  j  the  sacred  history  present  us  with  strong- 
should  fall  an  easy  prey  to  so  slight  a  er  proofs  that  the  children  of  Adam  de¬ 
temptation  P  The  conflict  they  had  to '  rived  sinful  propensities  from  his  first 
sustain,  in  order  to  manifest  their  obedi- 1  transgression.  The  scriptures  represent 
ence  to  the  divina  will,  was  far  inferior  |  Adam  as  ttie  parent  of  a  moral  race,  and  | 
to  many  over  which  multitudes  of  their'  they  ascribe  this  law  of  morality  to  his  \ 
posterity  have  triumphed.  If  we  consid-  disobedience.  But  let  us  remember,  that 
erthe  Mosaic  account  of  this  event  as  a'  as  life  is  the  free  gift  of  God,  thecontin- 
litcral  fact,  and  not  a1legorical,the  temp- 1  uation  of  our  existence  to  a  perpetuity 
tation  was  scarcely  beyond  the  powers  !  cannot  be  claimed  by  us  as  a  natural 
of  a  school-boy  to  resist;  their  ready  se- 1  right.  We  may  add,  that  it  would  prove 
duction  was  totally  inconsistent  with ;  a  perpetual  curse  before  the  minds  of 
that  superiority,  that  exaltation  of  char- }  men  were  fully  prepared  for  so  vast  a 
acter  arbitrarily  ascribed  to  them.  To  ;  design  ;  and  however  repugnant  it  may  | 
inanil'cst  that  a  supposition  of  this  kind  ^  be  to  our  feelings,  there  is  neither  injus- 1 
must  be  destitute  of  evidence,  we  have  tice,  nor  the  imputation  of  an  unnecessa  - 1 
only  to  recollect  that  no  opportunity  I  ry  severity,  in  the  temporary  dissolution  ! 
could  possibly  present  itself  fur  their  dis-  j  of  our  frames.  Infinite  wisdom  can  best 
playing  this  elevation  of  their  natures,  |  decide  concerning  the  mode  of  introdu- 
had  they  really  possessed  it.  No  scenes  j  cing  this  law  of  our  dissolution,  and  in- 
could  possibly  present  themselves  favor- 1  finite  wisdom  is  able  to  convert  the  great- 
able  to  the  exercise  of  numberles  virtues  !  est  seeming  evil  into  the  most  substantial  | 
uhich  have  adorned  so  marry  of  their  oft- j  good.  But  we  are  not  taught  by  any  j 
spring.  In  the  infantile  state  of  the  i  passage  of  sacred  writ,  that  the  vices  ofi 
world,  it  was  the  easiest  thing  in  nature  |  men,  or  their  vicious  propensities,  are  j 
to  be  perfectly  innocent,  for  scarcely  inheritances  derived  from  the  offence  of  j 
could  a  vice  be  committed.  When  the  I  Adam.  This  idea  is  merely  an  induction  > 
first  pair  were  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  |  from  expressions  which  were  intended  to  j 
globe,  there  could  be  no  temptation  to  convey  a  very  different  meaning, 
f  raud,  oppression,  deceit,  avarice  ;  noth-  Had  it  been  the  object  of  the  sacred 
ingto  excite  anger,  jealousies,  envyings,  writings  to  make  us  acquainted  with  so 
lawless  ambition,  or  toinfuse  implacable  singular  a  fact,  it  surely  would  not  have 
malite.  Social  and  relative  duties  were  been  passed  over  in  total  silence  by  Mo- 
the  same,  and  circumscribed  within  the  ses  in  the  account  given  us  of  the  first 
narrowest  bounds.  Benevolence  to  eve-  transgression.  Shall  we  suppose  him  to 
ry  creature  newly  subjugated  to  their  have  been  inspired  to  write  the  history! 
will,  was  so  natural,  that  they  must  have  of  the  fall,  and  that  he  should  haveomit-l 
been  monsters  not  to  possess  the  dispo-  ted  the  chief  circumstance  ?  Or  that  it 
sition;  They  could  not  have  experien- !  should  have  been  withheld  from  him,  &! 
oed  a  series  of  vexations  and  disappoint- '  revealed  at  a  very  remote  period  to  oth-j 
ments,  to  irritate  their  minds,  and  ren- 1  ers,  who  were  appointed  to  be  the  histo- 1 
der  them  peevish  or  discontented  ;  nor  rians  of  the  event?  The  supposition  is 
liave  suRered  an  accumulation  ofunmer-  j  extravagant.  This  is  unquestionably  the  j 
ited  evils,  which  might  tempt  them  to  propercst  place  for  the  narrative,  but  i 
doubt  the  existence  of  a  Deity,  or  suspect  i  here  we  find  it  not  The  first  sin  recor-  j 
the  wisdom  and  beneficence  of  bis  gov-  ded  after  the  grand  offence,  was  the  mur  • ! 
ernment.  Placed  in  a  garden  replenish- 1  der  of  Abel  by  his  brother  Cain  ;  and 
♦‘d  with  delights,  by  the  hand  of  their  |  this  horrid  instance  of  fratricide  is  as- 
(^•eator  ;  and  in  a  world  where  every  ■  cribed  to  the  passions  of  anger  and  jeal- 
thing  new,  grand  and  wonderful,  burst  j  ousy  which  have  multiplied  murderssince 
upon  their  astonished  sight,  must  not  the  |  that  event  ;  there  is  not  the  most  distant 
lowest  of  their  degraded  offspring  have  i  insinuation,  that  those  passions  were  im- 
felt  an  impulse  of  admiration,  love  and  !  planted  by  the  disobedience  of  his  father, 
gratitude  ?  When  the  wickedness  of  the  world  was 

Where  then  are  the  evidences  of  a  sa-  so  great,  that,  'according  to  the  strong 
periority,  which  would  render  our  first  j  figurative  language  of  the  scripture,  “  it 
parents  a  different  class  of  beings  from  repented  the  Lord  that  he  had  made  man 
their  offspring  ?  What  proofs,  that  they  on  the  earth,  and  it  grieved  him  at  his 
were  qualified  by  the  transcendan-  heart we  are  not  informed  that  the  sin 
cy  of  their  intellectual  and  moral  powers  of  Adam  was  the  cause  of  this  wicked- 
tn  associate  with  angels,  and  hold  special  ness,  or  that  it  grieved  the  Lord  that  he 
communion  with  God  ?  'fhe  position  is  had  permitted  roan  to  pollute  his  off- 
as  void  of  evidence  as  it  is  of  probability;  spring.  The  event  is  represented  as  st¬ 
and  though  it  may  be  viewed  as  the  chief  rising  from  the  progressive  degeneracy  of 
corner  stone  of  your  superstructure,  we  men,  “  as  they  began  to  multiply  uponthe 
perceive  upon  close  examination,  that  it  face  of  the  earth,*  that  is  to  the  contagion 


of  evil  example,  and  not  to  the  develope- 
ment  of  that  grand  germ  of  corruption 
implanted  in  the  heart  of  man  at  the  fall. 

Again,  as  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the 
world  to  repair  the  ruin  of  the  fall,  it  is 
natural  to  imagine  that  he  would,  in  the 
course  of  his  ministry,  have  made  us 
clearly  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
extent  of  this  ruin.  W’'e  are  assured  that 
the  world  was  in  a  state  of  sin  and  mise¬ 
ry  ;  but  the  derived  corruption  of  human 
nature  in  consequence  of  the  fall,  is  not 
intimated  by  the  author  of  the  Christian 
dispensation,  nor  was  it,  previous  to  his 
appearance.  We  find  no  declaration, 
that  he  came  to  save  a  sinful  world  from 
hereditary  sin.  This  doctrine  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  commission  given  to 
the  apostles  to  preach  repentance  and  re¬ 
mission  of  sins  ;  nor  do  we  discover,  in 
the  execution  of  their  commission,  that 
they  either  lament  the  state  of  mankind, 
or  upbraid  the  children  of  Adam  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  depravity  derived  from  him. 

Thus  it  is  incontestable,  that  this  arti¬ 
cle  of  your  creed  is  not  mentioned  where 
it  was  most  natural  to  expect  it  j  neith¬ 
er  is  it  enforced  by  those  who  must  have 
been  the  best  informed,  and  who  alone 
could  possess  authority  to  propagate  it. 

How,  Sir,  can  you  account  mr  so  very 
singular  a  circumstance  ?  How  comes  it 
that  a  doctrine  deemed  so  essential  to 
Christianity,  should  have  been  forsaken 
or  omitted  by  those,  whose  peculiar  pro¬ 
vince  it  was  to  place  it  in  the  most  con¬ 
spicuous  point  of  view  ?  How  comes  its 
foundation  to  rest  solely  on  the  interpre¬ 
tations  given  to  a  few  phrases  scattered 
in  different  parts  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  which  from  their  connexion, 
and  from  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
uttered,  are  very  capable  of  a  different 
construction  ?  Expressions,  some  of 
which  were  obviously  the  strong  language 
natural  to  occasional  emotions,  some  pro¬ 
verbial,  some  descriptive  of  particular 
classes  and  characters  of  men,  without 
any  reference  to  the  sin  of  Adam,  and 
some  were  spoken  by  persons  whom  it 
would  be  ridiculous  to  suppose  ivere  pos¬ 
sessed  of  inspiration. 

Yours,  &c. 

A  LAY. MAN. 

“  UNIVERS.\LISM  IN  A  DYING 
HOUR.” 

.4n  account  is  going  the  rounds  of  the 
limitarirn  papers,  written  by  an  anony¬ 
mous  ‘  Veritus,’  and  communicated,  ori¬ 
ginally,  for  the  Rochester  Observer, — a 
calvinistic  paper  in  New-York, — con¬ 
cerning  one  David  W.  Bell,  who  **  was 
once  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  doctrine 
I  of  Universal  Salvation,”  but  who  was 
taken  sick,  renounced  his  belief,  embra- 
ted  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery,  and, 
after  having  done  this,  begged  hu  Maker 
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to  damn  him,  forbid  persons  praying  for  i  bequest,  the  high  and  immortal  bliss  of  1  scripture,  warrant  us,  I  apprehend,  in 


him  ;  and  as  he  was  about  to  expire,  ex-  heaven 
claimed:  “I  must  be  damned!  I  am  It  seems  that  our  views  respecting  a  life  a  ransom  for  sinners,  in  consequence 
damned  !  damned  fo  all  eternity  !”  Now  proper  definition  of  Mercy  do  not  of  which  alone,  God  can  be  just  and  the 

we  know  not  but  this  story  is  true.  There  exactly  agree.  Had  you  given  your  justifier  of  him  that  believeth.  I  would 

may,  for  aught  we  know,  have  been  a  definition  of  tliis  attribute,  it  might  remark  in  reply  to  your  second  question. 
David  W.  Bell,  who  in  his  right  mind  have  been  the  means  of  showing  me  that  the  argument  draw  n  from  the  dec- 

and  sober  moments,  was  a  zealous  advo-  my  error  Am  I  to  understand  you  laration  of  the  apostle  that*  God  is  no  re- 

cate  for  the  doctrine  of  universal  salva-  to  believe  that  Jitstice  and  Mercy  are  the  specter  of  persons,’  is,  if  I  understand 
tion.  He  may,  too,  in  a  time  of  weak- i  same  ?  If  I  nnderstand  you  correctly,  the  passage  correctly,without  much  force, 
ness,  have  renounced  this  doctrine.  No  you  seem  to  insinuate  that  both  of  them  If  that  passage  means  that  God  treats  all 
doubt  he  did,  or  he  would  not  have  been  require  the  same  thing  ;  if  this  be  the  men  alike,  it  is  most  certainly  a  mistake, 
in  such  a  horrible,  such  a  lamentable  case,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  point  Some  men  are  born  the  possessors  of 
condition  in  his  dying  hour.  But  why,  out  the  difference  between  them.  The  wealth,  and  pass  through  life  calmly  and 
in  the  name  of  common  sense,  is  such  a  apostle  speaks  of  some  who  receive  sen-  undisturbed  ;  while  others  inherit  pover- 
state  of  mind  to  be  charged  to  the  ac-  tence,  condemnation  or  punishment  un-  ty,  disappointment  and  wretchedness 
count  of  “  UnivcTsalism  in  a  dying  hour”  mixed  with  mercy,  ‘‘lie  shall  havejudg-  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave.  If,  in  this 
In  his  dying  hour  he /tad  no  Universal-  ment  without  mercy,  that  hath  showed  world,  there  may  be  so  great  a  variety  in 
ism.  He  had  renounced  that  doctrine  &  no  mercy.”  Would  it  be  proper  to  say  the  dispensations  of  pa-uvidence,  and  he 
become  a  believer  in  orthodoxy.  The  of  a  man  who  had  been  accused  of  crime,  not  be  guilty  of  partiality,  it  may  not  be 
story  should  have  been  headed,  “  Ortho-  but,  on  trial,  was  found  innocent,  that  it  so  easy  to  show  why  it  may  not  be  so  in 
(/o.ey  in  a  dying  hour.”  This  was  his  was  a  merciful  act  that  he  was  acquitted  the  next.  Let  me  ask,  by  way  of  reply 
belief,  when  he  wanted  to  be  damned  and  and  not  sent  to  prison  And  yet  could  to  the  next  interogation,  what  earthly 
knew'he  should  be.  Let  the  orthodox  it  not  be  said,  with  the  utmost  propriety  parent  would  give  to  some  of  his  children 
then  have  all  the  credit  of  rendering  the  that  it  was  an  act  of  justice  ?  Could  it  an  immense  fortune,  and  suffer  others  to 
dyin"  hours  of  this  poor  man  so  intense-  be  said  of  a  man  who  had  murdered,  that  wade  through  poverty^  and  inherit  mise- 
ly  nfiserable  as  Veritas  describes  it.  It  I  in  »ncrcy  to  him  he  was  sent  to  the  gal-  ry  But  God  does  it;  is  he  therefore 
is  certain  Universalism  has  nothing  to  i  Jows  ?  And  yet  would  it  be  impioper  to  less  bountiful  than  man 


the  conclusion,  that  Christ  laid  down  his 


inherit  mise- 
he  therefore 


do  with  it. — Christian  Intelligencer. 
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say  that  it  was  in  ./ws/icc?  If  the  sinner^  When  I  have  proposed  another  query- 
after  having  satisfied  the  demands  of  jus-  j  for  your  solution,  I  will  relieve  your  pa- 
tice,  has  no  proper  claim  to  heaven,  and  I  tience.  Docs  it  not  have  a  tendency  to 
tf  salvation  or  rather,  an  admittance  into  encourage  the  impenitent  in  a  course  of 
I  heaven  is  the  free  gift  of  God,  undeserv-  vicious  conduct  to  tell  them,  that,  not- 


FURTHER  OBJECTIONS  AGAINST  creature,  may  not  withstanding  their  iniquitous  practices  in 

TTMi  vi?Dc  X  ¥  fcxr  God  in  justice  withhold  it,  and  leave  him  this  life,  in  the  next  they  shall  havea 

UNIVERSALISM.  to  sin  and  suffer  forever  In  my  under-  seat  witii  the  blesse<l  P 

Mathetes  No.  2.  standing  of  your  views,  you  suppose  me  As  the  evening  bell  admonishes  me  to 

Mr.  Skinner _ I  feel  a  peculiar  satis-  believe  that  you  confound  punishment  |  retire,  I  must  bid  you  good  night. 

faction  in  the  reflection,  that  my  letter,  t”®  salvation.  I  have  never  |  MATHETES 

imperfect  and  hastily  written  as  it  was,  supposed  that  you  ulentily  punishment  REPLY, 

has  not  been  passed  by  unnoticed.  The  w«th  salvation  ;  but  simply  that  you  con-  <•  Mathetes” it  seems  has  not  yet  got  out  of 
promptness  and  friendliness  of  your  re-  8‘der  as  the  means  ot  preparing  the  j,;,  or  rather,  has  not  yet  got  the  dif- 

plyare  worthy  of  commendation.  To  Acuities  out  of  his  mind,  with  which  he  has  heeu 

ici^  triitH  IS  tlic  of  mv  finniiirip^  I  ^  *  n&tcvcr  prcp&rcjj  us  tor  lijc  pi  cscncc  of  *  •  r  *•  *  tir  i 

elicit  trutn  me  uesi^n  ol  my  enquiries.  i  i  hleUp.l  in  the  laboring  for  some  time  past.  We  are  however 


MATHETES 

REPLY. 


siueruus  me  iiieaiis  ui  piepariiig  me  l  .  .  , j  r 

c  *1  •  i  'f  1  his  difficulties,  or  rather,  has  not  yet  got  the  dif- 

sinner  for  the  eniovrnent  of  heaven.  L  . .  ,  ,  .  , 

ii...  '  ucultics  out  ofbismind,  with  which  he  has  Ueeu 


. .  ■;  V."®';  ”  “••'i-'-'-  God  and  the  society  of  the  blessed  in  the  1  '«*• 

TrutU-“  has  so  fair  a  face  and  niicn,  ^  j  felicity,  must,  un-  I  apparent  candor,  and  shall 

That  to  be  loved,  needs  but  to  be  seen.”  doubtedly,  be  a  blessing.  ‘  And  if  our  ,  f«®l  amply  compensated  for  our  labor  if  we  cau 
In  justice  to  myself,  I  must  say,  that  Uins  deserve  that  fatherly  chastisement '  the  least  to  gel  out  of  them.  In 

the  ‘  difficulties  which  labor  in  my  mind’  only,  then  do  they  not  deserve  a  bless-  b>«  first  paragraph  he  still  urges,  in  amount,  the 
are  not  fully  removed.  If  tliere  be  no  ing  Then  is  not  the  just  desert  of  sin  objection  to  our  views  embraced  in  his  first  com¬ 
other  punishment,  to  which  sinners  are  !  on  this  hypothisis,  a  blessing  munication  :  viz  ;  That  it  is  impossible  for  man 


Truth — ”  has  so  fair  a  face  and  mien, 
That  to  be  loved,  needs  but  to  be  seen.” 


exposed  than  that  which  they  actually  |  In  reply  to  your  first  query,  T  would  j  to  be  saved,  aod  ascribe  his  salvatioii  to  God  and 
suffer,  from  what  are  they  saved  f  Does  remark,  that  justice,  with  resjiect  to  ev-  jthe  Lamb,  unless  there  is  something,  to  which 
not  the  terra  itself  suppose  something  to  j  ery  one  who  enters  heaven,  is  satisfied,  1  he  is  liable,  far  more  dreadful  than  that  which 
which  they  are  exposed,  but  which  they  ,  not  on  the  transgressor,  but  on  a  substi- 1  h*  reallv  suffers.  He  still  seems  to  have  but  a 
do  not  suffer?  You  ask  if  I  “cannot  tute.  The  sacred  volume  most  plainly  vague,  or  rather  erroneous  idea  cf  what  salva- 
conceive  how  salvation  can  be  ascribed  teaches,  that  sinners  are  saved  through  |  consists  in ;  imagining  that  it  consists  in  de- 
to  God  and  theLarnb,  w^.thout  the  sacn-  Christ,  “  AAhohis  own  self  bare  our  or  deserved 

■'  I  ^‘5  “T*  •  ^  ^  i^T®’  ^  tv  '^hich  deserved  punishment  he  suppCs  is  eml- 

tliatl  cannot  conceive  how  this  can  be  mg  dead  to  sin,  should  live  unto  right-  ,  j  « 

done,  if  there  is  notliing  to  which  they  eousness  ;  by  whose  stripes  ye  were  ^  Now  we  nowhere  read  m  the  Bl¬ 
are  exposed,  and  nothing  from  which  healed.”  “Neither  is  there  salvation  of  ®^’'ation  or  deliverance  as  this, 

they  are  saved.  Will  you  tell  me  how  in  any  other;:  for  theic  is  none  other  By  consuUiog  the  scriptures  we  shalllearn  what 
we  can  be  satJcd  by  jirace  or  /arer,  andat  name  under  heaven  given  among  men,  aalvation  by  Christ  consist  in.  The  angel, 
the  same  time  suffer  the  penalty  of  the  whereby  we  roust  be  saved,”  “  By  whom  speaking  unto  Joseph  of  Christ,  says,  «  Then 
law,  the  full  demerit  of  our  crimes.’  The  we  have  now  received  the  atonement”  /  shah  c*fi  his  name  Jesus;  (Le.  Saviour;)  for 
scriptures  say,  *  by  ^race  are  ye  saved ;’  *  ‘  For  ye  are  bought  with  a  price.  ”  “He  ]  he  shall  save  his  people” — from  what  l.from  eud- 
not,  after  having  satisfied  the  demand  of  shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins.’’  lessmisery  /  No;  for  they  were  never  tbreat- 
inEexHlle  justice  shall  ye  have,  as  a  free  These  and  kindred  other  expressions  of  enedwith,  nor  liable  to,  such  a  fate.  Wasitio 


munication  :  viz  ;  That  it  is  impossible  for  man 
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save  Uiem  from  deserveil  punishment?  No  ;  for  familj.-.  They  are  however  never  at  variance —  be  a  lueatis  of  preparing  the  sinner,)  it  the  hies- 
God  “  will  render  to  every  man  according  fas  ifthey  were,  God  woald  be  divided  against  him-  ting — a  free  gift,  unmerited,  undeserved.  A 
his  work  shall  be.”  What  then  was  he  to  save  self.  The  text,  “they  shall  have  judgment  /)rc;«ira/jon  for  happiness,  or  lieaven,  would  he 
them  from?  Aos.  “ //e  shall  save  htt  people  without  mercy,”  &c.  quoted  by  Mathetes  in  no  blessing,  if  happiness,  or  heaven,  were  never 
from  their  sins.”  Again,  Peter  savs,  “Unto  support  of  this  sentiment,  it  will  be  perceived,  to  be  enjoyed.  The  preparing  of  a  field  for  the 
you  first,  God  having  raised  up  his  Son  Jesus,  gives  no  countenance  to  it;  when  explained  by  reception  of  grain,  would  be  no  blessing,  nor  do 
sent  him  to  bless  you”— (how  ?  by  saving  them  comparing  scripture  with  scripture.  It  simply  the  least  good,  if  the  grain  were  never  to  be 
from  deserved  punishment?  No:  but  “by  signifies  that  judgment  will  overtake  the  hard-  sown.  But  if  Mathetes  still  considers  his  ques- 
turning  away  everyone  of  you  from  his  ini-  hearted  transgressor— that  he  shall  be  punished  tion  as  weighing  against  our  views  of  salvation 
quiJifs."  Again,  St,  Paul  “  There  shall  come  according  to  the  demerit  of  his  crimes— and  that  by  groce  a/one,  we  will  endeavour  to  bring  him 
out  of  Zion  the  Deliverer',  and  shall  turn  away  |  for  the  time  being,  without  experiencing  the  to  bis  senses  by  the  following  supposition :  Sup- 
ungodhnets  from  Jacob.”  These,  and  many  oth-  |  rays  of  divine  mercy  in  delivering  or  relieving  pose  Mathetes  to  be  a  father — he  has  a  froward 
er  passages  that  might  be  adduced,  prove  that  I  him  of  his  troubles.  But  nothing  is  said  but  and  disobedient  child— the  child  Jercrw*  pun- 
Christ  came,  not  to  save  mankind  from  deserved  j  what  be  should  afterwards  experience  and  en-  ishment— he  punishes  the  child  with  a  ‘  fatherly 
punishment;  but  from  rfererting  punishment— |  joy  mercy  and  deliverance,  pardon  and  salva-  chastisement’— this  has  the  desired  effect  to  hum 
that  is,  from  »m  which  incurs,  and  brings  along  j  tion.  Indeed  the  scriptures  clearly  prove  that  ble,  subdue  and  reclaim  the  child— he  becomes 
with  it,  punishment  and  misery.  This  is  the  ,  this  shall  be  the  ca.se.  “  For  I  will  not  contend  an  obedient,  useful  and  happy  son— and  in  the 
primary  sense  and  most  common  acceptation  in  I  forever  ;  ncitlier  will  I  be  always  wroth  ;  for  end  a  great  blessing  is  the  result.  Now  we  ash. 
which  the  word  saZro/ion  is  used  in  the  scrip-  the  spirit  should  fail  before  me,  and  the  souls  Did  the/rotrordn««  anddiwirdienceotthechihl 
lures.  In  a  higher  and  more  perfect  sense  it  sig-  which  I  have  made.  For  the  iniquity  of  his  rfMcrre  this  blessing?  When  Mathetes  will 
iiifies,  deliverance  from  mortality',  salvation  from  covetousness  was  I  wroth,  and  smote  him ;  I  hid  answer  this  question,  he  will  find  a  solution  to 
death— from  the  grave— from  annihilation— and  me,  and  was  wroth,  and  be  went  on  frowardly  his  own.  He  will  also  Zearn  (if  he  is  what  his 
the  crowning  of  man  with  immortality  and  eter-  in  the  way  of  his  heart.  I  have  seen  his  ways  signature  imports)  that  the  blessing  consists,  not 
nal  glory.  aud  will  heal  him ;  I  will  lead  him  also  and  re-  in  the  punishment  itself,  which  lias  been  deserv- 

If  “  Mathetes”  cannot  yet  conceive  how  man  store  comforts  uoto  him  and  to  bis  mourners.”  ed  by  the  sinner,  but  in  (/irecZi'ig  that  punish- 
can  be  saved,  unless  it  is  from  rfeierrerf  punish-  I*®- IvH  ;  16,17,18.  See  also  the  Utter  part  of  ment  to  a  beneficent  end  ;  and  that  even  this 
inent  or  misery,  we  will,  in  order  to  help  his  *®th  Chapter  of  Ezekiel  ;  and  other  kindred  blessing  is  nothing  in  itself,  as  it  regards  man’s 
mind  on  the  subject,  introduce  to  his  notice  the  texts.  salvation,  without  the  still  g-rcoZer  fiZerrin«’ — the 

following  case  or  cases— God  saved  or  deliver-  As  to  the  question  proposed  by  Mathetes  rcla-  'if  eternal  life. 

ed  ancient  Israel  from  Egyptian  bondage  and  tive  to  the  mercy  or  justice  of  sending  a  mur-  In  answer  to  onr  first  question  proposed  to 
from  the  cruelty  of  their  oppression  :  But  will  derer  to  the  gallows,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  ans-  Mathetes,  he  resorts  to  the  following  convenient 
“  Mathetes”  contend  that  the  Israelites  desenjed  wer  it  when  he  will  prove  from  the  New  Testa-  subterfuge  :  viz  ;  “  That  justice,  with  respect 
to  remain  slaves  all  their  life  time,  or  they  could  ment  that  either  of  those  attributes  require  such  to  every  one  who  enters  heaven,  is  satisfied,  not 
never  have  been  saved  or  delivered  ?  The  a  punishment ;  or  when  he  will  justify  such  pun-  on  the  transgressor,  but  on  a  substitute.”  Pass, 
(leople  of  America  were  delivered  fi  om  the  cruel  ishment  on  any  principles  laid  down  in  that  sa-  ing  by  the  extreme  injustice  and  cruelty  of  sucli 
oppression  of  British  tyranny  :  But  will  “  Ma-  cred  code.  a  hypothesis,  we  would  ask.  If  justice  demanded 

thetes’’ contend  that  our  patriot  sires  dosrrred  to  In  answer  to  Mathetes’  question,  whether  the  infliction  of  endless  misery  upon  tlie  trans- 

sulTer  oppression  all  their  lives  long,  or  they  God  cannot  in  justice  withhold  salvation  from  gressor,  has  justice  been  satisfied?  Ilpsend- 
coulJ  never  have  been  delivered  ?  Unless*  Ma-  the  sinner,  after  lie  has  suffered  according  to  less  misery  been  inflicted  on  the  substifn-e  ?  If 
thetes’  answers  these  questions  in  the  affirma-  the  demerit  of  his  crimes,  we  observe,  The  «n-  so,  theo  Christ  has  suffered  cnrfZ«s  miaery And 

live,  he  must  concede  that  saZreZion  may  consist  ner  has  then  no  cZaZnu  on  God  for  salvation :  But  if  he  has  suffered  the  penalty  due  to  all,  on  Ma 

in  dtlivtranr.efrom  existing  evils  that  are  actu-  Qod  cannot  withold  salvation  from  the  sinner  in  thetes’ supposition, — as  we  read  he  ‘  tasted  death 
ally  suffered  ;  without  supposing  deserved  or  justice  to  himself  aod  his  ovan  veracity — for  he  for  every  man' — he  must  have  suffered  endless 
threatened  evil  which  is  not  suffered.  has  promised  salvation,  and  he  cannot  lie.  misery  as  many  times  as  tliere  ever  have  exist- 

In  his  second  paragraph  **  Mathetes”  again  Mathetes  again  urges  a  former  objection  in  a  «d,  and  ever  shall  exist,  mdividnals  in  the  bu- 
introduces  the  subject  of  Justice  Siod  Mercy;  little  differe  it  dress.  After  speaking  of  punish-  man  family!!  O,  friend  Mathetes,  do  tbink  of 
wishes  a  definition  of  the  latter  term;  and  asks,  ment  as  a  **  means  of  preparing  the  sinner  for  these  things,  and  think  seriously  too.  Ask  your- 
“  Am  I  to  understand  yon  to  believe  that  Justice  i  the  enjov  meat  of  heaveu,”  [the  gift  of  God]  be  self,  can  these  things  be  so  ?  And  again,  think 
•md  mercy  are  the  same Tlio’  wc  supposedour  !  says,  “  Whatever  prepares  us  for  the  presence  of  the  absurdity  of  attempting  to  maiotain  end 
i.leas  were  expressed  i  n  sufliciently  plain  terms  |  of  God  and  Ike  society  of  the  bles«ed,z’&c.  “  must  less  misery  for  any  individual  of  tbe  human  fam. 
in  our  former  reply,  to  be  understood  by  “  Ma- 1  undoubtedly,  be  a  blessing.  And  if  our  sin®  ily,  after  admitting  this  theory.  For  we  ask, 
thetts,”  yet  we  will  briefly  reply  to  his  question  (  deserve  thatiatherly  chastisement  only,  then  do  can  perfect  justice  require  tbe  penalty  to  be  in- 
\tett^TO[med.  Mercy  is  Ihod  disposition  of  mind  they  not  deserve  a  blessing?  Then  is  not  the  flicted  fuiics  for  tbe  same  offence — once  on  tbe 
vhich  excites  to  pity  and  relieve  those  WHO  are  jpst  desert  of  sin,  on  this  hypothesis,  ablessiog.^  substitute,  and  once  on  the  acfnal  transgressor  ? 
IN  trouble.  Justice  U  that  principle  of  per-  We  supposed  that  tbe  explicitness  of  oar  answer  Buttheabovedootrineafsnbstitutioo,asadro- 
feet  equity  which  requires  that  to  be  done,  which  to  tbi  question  in  a  forteer  number  would  have  cated  by  Mathetes,  we  conceive,  so  farfrocn 
a  u  right  should  he  done.  Justice  and  mercy  prevented  a  repetition  of  it  from  Mathetes.  But  showing  the  way  in  which  justice  is  satisfied,  n 

are  both  attributes  of  God,  ** -God  is  Love" _  it  seems  be  is  still  in  difficulty,  on  this  point,  opposed  to  reason,  common  tense  and  scriptare; 

and  Justice  and  Mercy  are  but  different  modifi-  We  would  ask  Mathetes  if  he  cannot  distinguish  aod  exhibits  tbe  most  striking  i^'usft'ce  and  cru- 
catioQ*,  or  modes  of  operation,]  of  the  same  between  means,  and  tbe  ofiyecZ  to  be  efectod  by  eZfy.  How  would  «nch  principles  answer  to  put 
principle  of  eternal  love.  Justice  and  Mercy  those  means?  Punishment,  which  the  sinner  has  in  practico  among  men  ?  to  punish  tbe  inoo-. 
are  not  the  same,  any  more  than  tbe  two  disci-  deserved,  is  not  a  blessing  in  eoiuidered,  centfor  the  enovea  of  the  guilty,  aod  let  tbe 

pies,  James  and  John— who  were  brothers—  aside  from  tbe  end  proposed  by  it.  Eternal  tije  guilty  ge  clear  !  Would  not  Mathetes  himself 
aretbesamoperioo,  tho’ho  h  belong  to  the  same  (for  the  enjoyment  of  which,  punishment  may  esteem  it  extreme  injustice  and  emelty,  ifbc 


were  sent  to  the  State’s  Prison  because  his  brotli  times  as  happj  as  the  wise  and  the  learned— and  Hoping  Matbetes  wiil  retain  the  profession  & 
er  or  bis  neighbor  had  been  guilty  of  theft  ?  And  not  unfreqnently  the  sick,  and  those  that  are  maintain  the  character  of  a  true  Disciple,  ami 
can  that  principle  be  justice  in  God,  which  is  generally  thought  sorely  affliected  enjov  sources  dilligently  and  prayerfully  “  search  the  scrip- 
injusticeand  cruelty  in  man?  Besides,  the  of  happiness,  to  which  the  well,  and  those  gener-  tures,”  whiolr  are  able  to  make  hirn,  and  u.«. 
scriptures  declare  that  God  “  will  by  no  means  ally  thought  prosperous  and  happy,  are  total  and  all  men,  wise  unto  salvation,  we  bid  him  for 
clear  the  guilty” — that  “  He  will  render  to  ev-  strangers.  A  tub  was  large-  enough  for  Diog-  the  present  an  adectionate  edieu.  S. 

ery  man  according  to  his  woiks” — and  that  “he  enes  ;  but  the  world  was  too  little  for  Alexan-  - 

that  doeth  wrong,  sH.si.r  receive  for  the  wrong  der.  Butallowing  the  real  difference  in  the  A  A  etc  Asseciation  of  Universalists  was  on 
that  he  hath  done.”  We  believe  in  tlie  scrip-  happiness  of  mankind  in  this  world  to  be  as  great  ‘^***f‘^ 

tores  Mathetes  has  quoted,  to  establish  his  theo-  as  Matbetes  supposes  it  to  be  ;  will  the  snpposi-  ’consfituring  a  branch  of  *th*e*M*aiB 

ry  of  subsUtution,  as  firmly  as  be  does  ;  tho’ we  tion  of  a /uUrre,  end/rsr,  and  injiuile  difference  Convention  of  Universalists.  Seven  minister- 
do  not  understand  them  in  the  same  sense — We  between  them,  remove  the  difliculty,  and  “jus-  ing  brethren,  and  a  large  number  of  delegates 

do  not  so  understand  them  as  to  make  them  con-  tify  the  ways  of  God  toman?”  Orwillitnot  *^*^'*1  >  «  constitution  tvas  formed  and  ac- 

.  ,  ,  .  ,  .  cepteo  j  a  standing  clerk  (Br.  G.  Dates'!  cho. 

tradict  these  texts  we  have  just  quoted,  and  at  rather  increase  the  difficulty  ad  tnfimtum  ?  As  gen  5  four  discourses  were  preached— two  bv 
the  same  time  op|)Ose  reasou,  sauction  injuslk  e,  the  scriptures  teach  us  the  impartiality  of  God,  Br.  W.  A.  Drew,  one  by  Br.  B.  B.  Murray  anil 
and  countenance  impunity  to  the  (r  nsgrc'scr.  we  should  naturnlly  suppose,  if  some  men  were  uoe  by  Br.  il.  Hawkins.  'J’he  Minutes  at  pub- 
As  we  propose  givingour  views  upon  this  point  less  happy  than  others  here,  {unless  their  unhap-  *"  the  Christian  Intelligencer  indicate  a 

.  .11  u  II  ^  ^  ■  .  ,,i  prosperous  stale  of  the  cause  in  that  Reirion. 

in  a  separate  article,  ere  long  ;  we  shall  dismiss  pmess  were  c  wing  to  misconduct,  instead  of  _  ® 

it  now  with  this  one  remark.  fortune  or  outward  circumstances)  that  they  A  Quarterly  Conference  of  Unlversalist 

We  cannot  but  marvel  after  reading  Mathe-  would  have  their  share  of  enjoyment  made  up  ministers  was  holden  at  Cumberland  Hill  on 
tes*  views  of  the  dotjtrino  of  substitution,  at  the  to  them  hereafter,  so  that  they  would  enjov  as  1’^ 

question  contained  in  his  Inst  paragraph,  viz:  much  happiness  during  the  whole  of  their  ex-  Pickering,  It.  I,.  Killam,  S.  Culler,  A.  Ballou 

whether  our  views  do  not  “  have  a  tendency  to  jstence,  as  tliosc  that  were  more  happy  here  than  and  R.  Ballou  ;  and  adjourned  to  meet  again 

encourage  the  impenitent  in  a  course  of  vicious  they.  But  Mathetes  seems  to  think  otherwise;  at  Cumberland  Plains,  near  Diamond  Hill  on 
conduct?*  And  we  would  ask  him  in  our  (urn,  and  to  iinagino  (according  to  the  question  he  of  October  next, 

which  doctrine  will  most  •‘  encourage  the  im-  proposed  at  the  end  of  this  paragraph)  that  if  a  A'orthern  Association  of  Universalists 

penitent  in  a  course  of  vicious  conduct’’ — his  small  difference  exist  here,  there  must  an  in-  will  oe  holden  at  Jt.  Jnhusbury  Vt.  on  Uie 

doctrine  of  tu£>«tifuh'on,  which  teaches  thorn  that  finite  difference  exist  hereafter— and  that,  if  ‘  an  first  Wednesday  and  Thursday  (1st  and  2J 

tho’  (bey  may  “  sin  as  with  a  cart  rope”  and  be  earthly  parent  gives  to  some  of  his  children  an  October  ncxC _ 

guilty  of  the  most  atrocious  wickedness  all  their  immense  fortune”  at  one  rime,  while  others  re-  7%^  Franklin  .4sssciation  of  Universalists 
life  time,  yet  a  substitute  is  provided  to  bear  the  main  without  their  share,  be  must,  in  order  to  will  be  holden  in  Dover  Vt.  on  the  lath  of 

penalty,  and  //ley  may  escape  all  punishment  prove  himself  ini/iar/io/,  in  the  end,  bestow  bis  October  next, 

both  here  and  hereafter  ;  or  our  doctrine  which  whole  estate  on  those  that  had  received  their  por- 

leaches  them  that  they  cannot  escape  the  (iou,  and  forever  disinherit  the  rest  that  Aad  be  holdSTsem^romuron^^^^^ 
punishment  due  (0  their  crimes  by  any  means,  metier  received  any  of  his  estate !  !  This  we  day  and  Thursday  in  October  next. 

but  must  6ear  it  t/ie»iiek'fs  ?  must  confess  is  a  strange  way  to  vindicate  the  - 

Mathetes  in  attempting  a  solution  of  onr  se-  character  ol  God.  The  Oencsee  Association  was  to  have  been 

cond, question,  instead  of  relieving  his  system  As  wo  have  in  part  anticipated  the  answer  to  fj.  y.  on  the  1st  Wednesday  and  Thursday  uf 

from  embarrassmeat,  has  but  involved  it  in  still  I\|athctes’  last  question,  and  have  already  ex-  this  month. 

greater  difficulties.  He  says  if  the  text,  “God  (ended  this  ai  tide  to  a  greater  length  than  we  ■ 

is  no  respecter  of  persons,”  means  that  “God  mtended  when  we  sat  down,  we  shall  dismiss  it  Ancient  and  Modem  History  of  Univefsalisn, 

lre,U  all  meaaUk;,ili.  most  cartainl,  a  „i,l,  „„l,  „„e  or  t.o  ,en.i»k..  We  tkink  Ike 

take.”  He  then  goes  on  to  point  out  what  he  doctrine  of  the  final  salvation  of  all  men,  so  far  works.  We  rejoice  that  they  are  forthcoming 
supposes  a  great  difference  in  the  condition  and  from  being  of  an  immoral  tendency,  holds  out  immediately  ;  and  lliat  too  from  authors  whose 
enjoyment  of  men  in  this  world,  and  concludes  (be  greatest  possible  encourageinont  to  virtue  mid  sitiiuiions  have  been  such  ss 

Uiat  if  thUdiffereuce  can  exist  here  without  pro.  and  the  most  effectual  restraiut  to  vice  ;  ioas-  Im^r^e^ling’S  c^rre^^ 

ving  God  partial,  it  may  exist  etcroaliy,  and  yet  much  as  it  teaches  the  infinite  justice  aud  benig  trine  which  we  believe  was  taugli  by  Christ  b 
God  be  impartial.  Now  we  never  stated  that  nity  ofGod,aad  thcindubitablcccrtainty ofcqui-  his  apostles,  and  has  been  believed  in  all  age* 
the  text  above  quoted  meant  that  “  God  treats  table  rewards  and  punishments  for  all  men,  ac-  cfij'fch*  f'  om  that  day  to  the 

all  men  alike.”  in  every  respect  in  this  world,  cording- to  their  merits  or  demerits.  We  think  Ee"!  TL’Xr“^^ 

But  we  now  state  that,  if  the  text  has  any  mean-  aUo  if  the  doctrine  had  been  of  immoral  ten-  the  history  of  distin^uiihed  iiniversalisti  invari 
ing,  it  appear!  to  us,  to  prove  that  God  is  equal,  deocy,  or  if  it  had  not  on  the  contrary  been  of  ‘’“s  ages  of  the  church,  yet  nothing  like  acon- 
ly  good  to  all  men,  and  that  he  will,  during  the  the  best  moral  tendency,  it  would  not  hai-e  been  "«cted  *nd  regular  History  of  tlin  doctrine, 
aiholfiof  the  existence  of  all,  bestow  on  them  an  inculcated  by  all  God’s  holy  propliets  since  the  er  before  been'^attempled.*^'^We"ha*'ro  no  doubt 
equal  sham  of  happiness,  according  to  their  ca-  world  beg^n,  by  Christ  himself,  and  all  bis  in  of  the  utility  of  these  Histories,  Ancient  and 
pacities  ofenjpyment—tlat  the  cop  of  each  will  spired  apostles,  as  we  are  certain,  if  the  bible  be  Modern;  and  hope  our  friends  in  this  region 

finally  be  filled  full.  Altho’  we  tee  mankindin  (me  it  was  See  Acts  3-21  Isa  45  -  23  T"  e«"erally  patronise  them,  that  we  may  be 
..  ,  Acisj.zi.  isa.  40.^4.  able  to  return  to  the  Publishers  a  respectable 

a  variety  of  conditions  and  circumstances  in  this  Ps.22:27-  John  3  :  So-andA  :  37-40,  Rom.  list  of  subscribers. 

life,  yet  we  cannot  believe  there  U.  so  great  a  5.8, 9^  19^7^  ,he  end. «  *  -38  39,  tho- whole  *  _ 

difference  in  their  happiness  as  Matfietes  and  ma  ofCh.!!;  1  Cor.  .15  ;  22,  kc.  lTim.2:-3--  Progress  of  Truth.— Vie  rejoice  to  learn  by 
ny  others  imagine  there  is.  We  cannot  always  g_4  .  Eph.  1 :  Ov-lO.  Phil.  2  4  10  11  'i'rumpet  and  Maganne  the  doc- 

judge  correcUy  from,  outward  appearances  and  Col\:  20.  1  John4::  i  Rev's!  13.’ And 

nircupistaoces.  The  poor  are  often  as  happy  or  passages  of  similar  import  loo  numerous  zeal  and  engagedness  among  the  believers  in 

bappi«r  than  the  rich— the  ignorant  are  some-  cite..  ‘this  heart-cheering  doctrine,  in  that  pl««a 


Progress  of  Truth. — We  rejoice  to  learn  by 
the  last  Trumpet  and  Magasine  that  the  doc* 


UTfCA  EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE. 


103 


worthy  the  good  cause  in  which  they  are  en¬ 
listed.  There  it  one  able  German  Preacher 
''Ur.  Jacob  Myert)  lately  converted  to  the  ‘faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints;’  who  is  all  enga- 
>'ed  :  and  a  prospect  of  several  more  Germans 
soon'engaging  in  the  wofk  of  the  ministry. 
Proposals  are  issued  for  publishing,  in  the 
German  language,  a  monthly  paper  entitled 
“  Dtr  Frohliche  Bottchafler,”  the  Bearer  of 
Glad  Tiding*,  at  Marietta,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  numerour  German  population  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  of  country.  May  the  Lord  bless  these  la¬ 
borers  and  the  means  they  are  employing  for 
the  dissemination  of  the  truth,  with  abundant 
success. 

Another  Conversion  «n  the  Ministry .•^Yrom 
the  same  paper  we  learn  that  Rev,  Abraham 
Bull,  a  Methodist  preacher  near  Balpre  Ohio, 
has  recently  renounced  the  doctrine  of  endless 
misery,  and  embraced  the  more  scriptural 
doctrine  of  the  salvation  of  all  men. 

OBITUARir. 

Died — In  this  village,  on  Saturday 
evening  last,  1  Sth  inst.  after  a  lung  and 
distressing  sickness  of  thirteen  weeks, 
Francis  W.  Skinner^  only  son  and  child 
of  the  Senior  Editor  of  this  paper,  aged 
one  year,  one  month,  &  2!2  days.  In  the 
death  of  this  darling  son,  his  bereaved 
and  now  childless  parents  have  sustained 
the  loss,  the  irreparable  loss,  of  one  of 
the  most  interesting  and  promising  child 
ren  that  ever  blessed  the  fondness  of  pa¬ 
rental  love. 

To  see  an  innocent  little  sufferer,  for 
weeks  and  months  together,  consuming 
and  wasting  away  with  one  of  the  most 
distressing  diseases  that  ever  afflicted 
mortals — a  disease  that  defies  the  power 
nf  medicine  to  aid,  or  the  utmost  skill  of 
the  ablest  physicians  to  arrest ; — to  wit¬ 
ness  the  closing  scene,  the  dying  throes, 
the  expiting  agonies — to  hear  the  shriek 
of  distress — to  see  his  little  hands  and 
ryes  imploringly  raised  to  his  parents  for 
aid,  and  expressing  by  looks,  the  peti¬ 
tion  he  could  not  utter,  “  My  Father,  tny 
Mother,  why  have  ye  forsaken  me  and 
at  the  same  time,  to  be  denied  the  power 
to  relieve — these  are  scenes  that  possess 
a  heart-rending,  an  anguish-giving  power 
which  no  language  can  express,  which 
none  but  parents  can  feel  and  know  j 
and  which  are  only  explained  or  accoun¬ 
ted  for  by  resolving  them 

- “  Into  the  will, 

And  arbitration  wi«e,  of  the  Supreme 
whose  counsels  are  in  the  great  deep,  .& 
whose  ways  and  thoughts  none  can  search 
out  or  know  unto  perfection.  To  see 
a  lovely,  an  only  child  thus  snMched 
fVom  our  fond  embraces  in  the  morning 
of  its  existence,  by  the  cold  hand  of 
death,  and  at  so  interesting  a  period, 
when  the  powers  of  body  and  mind  were 
rapidly  expanding — to  part  with  an  only 
chdd,  in  whom  all  our  parental  affections 
w.ere  centered, and  on  whom  so  many  fond 
ihopes  of  domestic  happiness  were  hung 


—to  see  his  eyes  forever  closed  in  death, 
and  the  once  so  lovely  form  consigned  to 
its  cold  and  narrow  house  of  clay — no 
more  to  embrace  or  see  again  on  earth — 
imparts  a  bitterness  of  soul,  for  which 
there  is  no  antidote,  save  in  that  Gospel 
by  which  life  &  immortality  are  brought 
to  light,  and  that  hope 
“  That  looks  beyond  the  bounds  of  time, 
When  what  we  now  deplore. 

Shall  rise  in  full  immortal  prime. 

And  bloom  to  fade  no  more.” 

Though  this  dispensation  is  peculiarly 
afflictive,  and  our  loss  unspeakable,  yet 
we  trust  that  all  will  finally  work  to¬ 
gether  for  good,  and  that  what  now  is 
our  loss  is  the  immeasurable  gain  of  out 
departed  child.  He  is  now  delivered 
from  a  world  of  sorrow,  trouble& pain, 
and  gone  home  to  the  bosom  of  his  Crea¬ 
tor  God,  where  tears,  and  sorrows,  and 
sickness,  and  pain,  and  death,  can  never 
reach  him  more — to  the  arms  of  that 
Saviour  who  said,  ’’Suffer  little  child¬ 
ren  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them 
not,  fur  of  such  is  the  kingdom  0/  God’’ 
”  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  ta. 
ken  away  }  &  blessed  be  bis  holy  name.’’ 

Adieu,  Sweet  fiabe,  thy  tender  form. 

No  more  shall  racicing  pain  distend  ; 
No  mure  shall  life’s  tempestuous  storms. 
Upon  thine  helplessness  descend. 
Sweet  child,  thy  loss  to  us  is  great. 

But  unto  thee  ’tis  boundless  gain  ; 

’Tis  for  ourselves  alone  we  weep, 

Fur  thou  art  free  from  all  our  pain. 

To  kinder  arms  art  thou  received. 

Than  earthly  Fathers  e’er  could  be  ; 
On  pillow  softer,  art  relieved, 

Than  Mother’s  bosom  was  to  thee. 

A  holy  (juiet  reigns  around, 

A  calm  which  nothing  can  destroy  ; 
Naught  can  disturb  that  peace  profound. 
Which  thine  enfranchised  soul  enjoys. 

Adieu  sweet  child  !  thy  fond  caresses 
No  longer  can  we  ask  below  ; 

May  He  in  whose  divine  embraces 
The  springs  of  life  forever  flovv — 

May  He  permit  us  all  to  meet  thee, 

In  yon  supernal  world  above. 

With  harps  seraphic  there  to  greet  thee, 
’Mid  deathless  realms  of  life  &  love. 

In  Sauquoit  village  on  the  6th  inst. 
of  the  dropsy  in  the  Chest,  Mr.  Baily 
Hull,  aged  3-5.  He  died  as  he  had  lived 
fully  believing  in  Jesus  as  his  Saviour, 
and  not  as  his  alone,  but  as  the  Sticiour 
of  the  whole  world. 

In  Westmoreland  N.  II.  Aug.  ITth 
ult.  of  consumption,  Miss  Raney  B* 
Simmons,  in  her  23d  year.  She  was  the 
first  of  a  numerous  family  on  whom 
death  has  ventured  to  lay  its  paralizing 
hand — a  large  circle  of  friends  mou/n 
the  departure  of  one  50  Ijitely  numbered 


with  them — one  so  amiable  and  so  inter¬ 
esting.  Her  mind  was  enlightened,  lib¬ 
eral,  and  fraught  with  the  tend  crest  sen¬ 
sibilities.  But  that  body  once  so  active, 
is  enshrouded  in  death — that  mind  adorn¬ 
ed  with  graces  that  ennoble, which  dicta¬ 
ted  ’*  every  good  word  and  work,”  no 
longer  imparts  to  all  around,  its  cheering 
light,  except  as  it  has  transferred  its  vir¬ 
tues  to  be  embalmed  in  the  mournfully 
pleasing  recollections  of  those  who  knew 
her,  and  consequently  loved  her.  Is  she 
gone  ?  she  has  left  her  friends  for  a  short 
season,  till  they  shall  meet  her — buthcr 
memory  lives.  Is  she  dead  ?  she  sleep- 
eth  in  the  tomb. — Did  she  hope  i  She 
said  on  the  day  of  her  departure,  “  had 
I  gone  yesterday,  I  should  have  been 
happy  to  day.”  May  her  friends  emu¬ 
late  her  virtues,  and  like  her,  trust,  in 
life  and  in  death,  in  the  living  God  who 
is  the  Saviour  of  all  men.” 

”  The  graces  lov’d  with  chasten'd  light. 

To  pluck  its  pure  celestial  bloom  ; 

And  all  its  blossoms  were  so  bright. 

It  seem’d  not  formed  to  die  so  soon.’’ 

In  Troy,  of  consumption  on  the  25th 
of  July  ult,  Mrs.  Phebe  Scott,  aged  77 
years.  It  is  just  to  the  memory  of  this 
dficeased  friend,  to  say,  she  ador  ned  the 
doctrine  of  God  her  Saviour.  She  was 
kind,  faithful,  devoted  and  much  belov¬ 
ed.  Among  the  first  in  Troy  who  had 
the  independence  of  mind  to  avow  their 
faith  in  the  final  Restoration  of  Adam’s 
race,  she  was  numbered.  She  was  one 
of  the  first  who  associated  in  church  fel¬ 
lowship — she  was  the  first  member  of  the 
Restorationist  church  in  that  place.  She 
was  resigned  to  the  will  of  God,  and  de¬ 
parted  well  persuaded  of  her  own,  and 
the  world’s  salvation. 

FRAGMENT. 

Important  concession  of  Bolmghroke. 

No  religion,  said  that  deistical  noble¬ 
man,  ever  appeared  in  the  world,  whose 
natural  tendency  was  so  much  directed 
to  promote  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
mankind,  as  Christianity.  No  system 
can  be  more  simple  and  plain  than  that 
of  natural  religion,  as  it  stands  in  the 
gospel.  The  system  of  religion  which 
Christ  published,  and  his  evangelists  re¬ 
corded,  is  a  complete  system  to  all  the 
purposes  of  religion  natural  and  revealed. 
Christianity  as  it  stands  in  the  gospel, 
contains  not  only  a  complete,  but  a  very 
plain  system  of  religion.  The  gospel  is, 
IQ  all  cases  one  continued  lesson  of  the 
strictest  morality,  of  justice,  of  benevo¬ 
lence,  and  of  universal  charity. 

To  Preserve  Milk. — A  spoonfull  of  horsi 
radish,  put  into  a  pan  of  milk,  it  is  said, 
will  preserve  it  sweet  for  several 
days. 
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HEBREW  MELODY. 

In  Judah’s  hall  the  harp  is  hush’d. 

Her  voice  is  but  the  voice  of  pain  ;  ! 

'Hie  heathen  heel  her  helm  has  crush'd,  | 
Her  spirit  wears  the  heaHien  chain ;  | 

From  the  dark  prison  house  she  cried, 

“  How  longf,  O  Lord  !  ttiy  sword  has  slept 
O  quell  the  oppressor  in  his  pride  1” 

Still  Pharaoh  ruled,  and  Israel  wept* 

The  morning  breezes  freshly  blow, 

The  waves  in  golden  sunlight  quiver  r 
The  Hebrew’s  daughter  wanders  slow 
Beside  the  mighty  Mol  river, 

A  babe  within  her  bosom  lay — 

And  must  she  plunge  him  in  the  deep  7 
She  rais’d  her  eyes  to  heaven  to  pray  ! 
She  turn.’d  them  down  to  earth  to  weep. 

She  knelt  beside  the  rushing  tide, 

’Mid  rushes  dark,  and  flow’rets  wild  ; 
Beneath  the  plane-tree’s  shadow  wide, 

The  weeping  mother  plac’d  her  child. 

M  Peace  be  around  thee — though  thy  bed 
A  mother’s  breast  no  more  may  be  ;  j 
Vet  He  that  shields  the  Tilly’s  head, 
Deserted  babe,  will  watch  o’er  thee  !” 

She’s  gone  !  that  mourning  mother!  gone; 

List  to  the  sound  of  dancing  feet. 

And  Tightly  bounding,  one  by  one 
A  lovely  train  the  timbrels  beat. 

’  fis  she  of  Egypt — Pharaoh’s  daughter. 
That  with  her  maidens  come  to  lave 
Her  form  of  beauty  in  the  water, 

And  light  with  beauty ’&  glance  the  wave. 

Oh  1  woman’s  heart  ie  like  the  rose. 

That  glows  beneath  the  tropic’s  flame. 
That  blooma  as  sweet  ’mid  northern  snows 
For  ever  lovely — and  the  same. 

Whal’er  her  rank — whal’er  her  lot 
Where’er  her  gentle  influence  ranges. 
The  art  to  bless  is  ne’er  forgot. 

The  wiU  to  comfort  never  changes. 

The  monarch’s  daughter  saw  and  wept —  | 
(How  lovely  falls  compassion’s  tear  !)  I 
The  babe  that  there  in  quiet  slept,  ! 

Blest  in  unconsciousness  of  fear.  | 

’Twat  her’s  to  pity  and  to  aid 
The  infant  Chiefi  the  infant  sage; 
Undying  fame  the  deed  repaid. 

Recorded  upon  hcaveo’s  ow'n  page. 

Years  pass  away — the  land  is  free  ! 

Daughters  of  Zion,  mourn  no  more  ! 
The  oppressor’s  hand  is  weak  on  thee , 
Captivity  ’s  dark  reign  is  o’ei; 

Thy  chains  arc  burst — thy  bonds  are  riven; 

On  !  like  a  river  strong  and  wide, 

A  captain  is  to  Judah  given — 

The  babe  that  slept  by  Nile’s  broad  tide. 

A  SUBLIME  idea. 

WBtTTEJI  BY  OBE  WHO  WAS  SUPPOSED  TO  BE 
AB  IDIOT.  • 

Could  we  with  ink  the  ocean  fill, 

Were  the  whole  earth  of  parchment  made. 

Were  every  single  stick  a  quill. 

And  every  man  a- teribn  by  trade; 

1>>  write  tbo  Love  of  Ciod  above. 

Would  drain  the  ocean  dry— 

Nor  would  the  scroll  contain  the  whole  -j 

'i'hougb  itreach’d  from  sky  to  sky.  j 
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